Federal Grand Jury Returns Indictment
Charging Wichitan with Planning Airport
Bombing
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KANSAS CITY, KS—A federal grand jury has returned an indictment charging a Wichita man
with attempting to explode a car bomb at Wichita Mid-Continent Airport, U.S. Attorney Barry
Grissom said today.

Terry Loewen, 58, Wichita, Kansas, initially was charged in a criminal complaint filed
December 13 in U.S. District Court. On Wednesday, a federal grand jury reviewed the evidence
and returned an indictment against Loewen. The charges in the indictment are identical to the
charges in the complaint filed last week: one count of attempting to use a weapon of mass
destruction, one count of attempting to damage property by means of an explosive, and one
count of attempting to provide material support to a designated foreign terrorist organization.

The crimes are alleged to have occurred December 13 at Wichita Mid-Continent Airport in
Wichita. Loewen was arrested about 5:40 a.m. December 13 at the Wichita airport, where he is
alleged to have attempted to detonate a car bomb.

If convicted, Lowen faces a maximum penalty of life in prison on the charge of attempting to use
a weapon of mass destruction, not less than five years and not more than 20 years on the charge
of attempting to use an explosive to damage property, and a maximum penalty of 15 years on the
charge of attempting to provide material support to a designated foreign terrorist organization

The investigation was conducted by the Wichita FBI Joint Terrorism Task Force, which includes
members from the FBI, Sedgwick County Sheriff’s Office, and Kansas Highway Patrol.
Assisting with the investigation were the FBI Kansas City Division, the Transportation Security
Administration, the Wichita Airport Authority, and the Wichita Police Department. The case is
being handled by Assistant U.S. Attorney David Smith and Assistant U.S. Attorney Tony Mattivi
and by prosecutors from the Justice Department’s National Security Division.



