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PROCEEDI NGS
(Def endant present.)

* * * * *

THE COURT: All right, M. Mrton, please cone to the
podium This is your opportunity to tell nme anything you'd
like to before | sentence you, and please remain at the podi um
when you' re done.

THE DEFENDANT: Thank you, Your Honor. |'Ill just
read a statenent for a few m nutes.

THE COURT: Certainly.

THE DEFENDANT: There's so much that | would really
like to say to you today. | do feel that much of what has been
of fered about me paints a one-sided and decont extualized
perspective, and | actually wi sh that we could have an
opportunity to conversate about sonme of the specifics,
especially those that were nentioned in the courtroom here and
that have placed ne in front of you, but nevertheless, | know
that you realize how inportant this day is and your sentencing
me is for the rest of ny life, and so | just want to spend five
m nutes or so talking a bit about who I was, who | am and
where I'"mgoing, and | thank you greatly for that opportunity.

A person's early experiences certainly shape his
personal ity and outl ook, and ny devel opment was unfortunately
pl agued by severe physical, enotional, and spiritual abuse.

Every day | was choked, bit, scratched, punched, pulled, and
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1 per haps worst of all, insulted. | becane the scapegoat or

2 bl ack sheep of a dysfunctional famly, and | tell you this not

3 because I want you to pity ne but because it greatly influenced

4 t he person that | becane.

5 In the home, | adopted the position of savior,

6 seeking to protect my younger siblings. | cannot tell you how

7 many days | was beaten before school and then would have to
8 wi pe the spit fromnmy sister's hair, fix her torn-up homework

9 and counsel her before she entered her cl assroom

10 Early on | becane an individual deeply concerned with

11 justice for others, but unfortunately, in many ways | was
12 unabl e to care enough about ny own well-being. The abuse

13 conti nued, and no one intervened. | began to distrust power

14 and authority as the scars left upon ny soul led ne to question

15 the value of the society around ne.

16 In nmy teenage years, | got involved with marijuana,
17 seeki ng an escape fromny insecurities, and I was lost in a
18 search for an external truth in idealisns, imagining that

19 somewhere out there there was a Uopia or sonething | could
20 di scover. | continued to provide for others, even when it

21 meant neglecting nyself. | engaged in harnful and

22 dysfunctional relationships, progressed frommarijuana to ot her

23 drugs, and ultimately ended up in jail, where | began a sort of

24 transf ormati on.

25 | had al ways negl ected organi zed religion until

Annel i ese J. Thonson OCR- USDC/ EDVA (703)299- 8595



Case 1:12-cr-00035-LO Document 45 Filed 12/20/12 Page 4 of 12 PagelD# 383

1 found Islam | was amazed by its conpatibility with nodern

2 science. Like all npbnotheistic traditions, it had a foundati on

3 in social justice but also a very polarizing outl ook, an

4 us-versus-them good-versus-evil perspective that satisfied ny

5 di strust of authority and a bifurcated view of humanity that
6 all onwed nme to explain and express ny discontent with the

7 external reality.

8 | imrersed nyself in my newfound religion. M faith

9 hel ped nme stop drinking and snoking and to get away from ol d
10 peopl e, places, and things as | started a newlife. | went

11 froma honel ess shelter in Harlem New York, to study on

12 schol arship for my bachelor's degree. | attained accreditation

13 i n substance abuse counseling; started a 501(c)(3) nonprofit to

14 hel p New York City's honel ess; secured enpl oynent, housi ng,
15 wife; and ultimately was accepted into a prestigious master's
16 degree program at Col unbi a Uni versity.

17 However, today | realize that ny alterati on was not
18 conpl ete, and Islammay have hel ped to heal the outward

19 mani f estations of ny historic traumas, but it also provided a
20 means by which the underlying synptons of neglect, fear,

21 di strust, and anger renai ned powerful.

22 These were the early years of the war on terror, and

23 | was passionate about the conflict. | put ny energies once
24 again into defending those far away, when | coul d have done a

25 great deal to pronote peace and di spel nyths anongst those
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around ne. | becane active propagating a politicized and
revolutionary interpretation of Islam | started the Wb site,
and | espoused the Mani chean world view that eventually
culmnated in the events for which | have been prosecut ed.

| offer no excuses for what the Wb site becane, but
| do ask you to consider that | was a tool in a greater gane.
The space was used by others to convey shallow views. | sought
a nore intellectual and nuanced approach. | thought | was
acting under the protections of the First Amendnent, and I
honestly never intended viol ence.

At the time | was indicted, | had altered the content
and scope of the Wb site. | was living and working in Mrrocco
with a US. nonprofit that pronotes U S. engagenent in the
M ddle East. | had secured a professorship, recently had ny
second son, and was preparing to fly to Kuala Lunpur in June to
present an acadenm c paper about the econom c ramfications of
the Arab Spring.

| accept full responsibility for sabotaging these
efforts, but | nention them here hoping that you consider | my
be an asset in pronoting peace once | amfree. | have been
i ncarcerated for over a year now, and | can honestly stand
bef ore you and say that despite this predicanent, | try hard to
turn ny negative circunstances into positives.

| have thought deeply about the extreme views | held,

and rather than place blane on authorities, |aw enforcenent,
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government, or conspiracy theories, | realize that I was w ong.
| remain critical of the contenporary wars and oppressions

t hroughout the world but realize that the neans | selected to

address themonly contributed to the perpetuation of conflict.

The world is just not at all black and white.

| still relish the passion that runs through ny soul
but | realize that | tend to run ny head into walls that cannot
be noved while failing to address the things around ne that |
actually have an ability to influence. Life is a process of
constant change, and | accept the responsibility for ny
choi ces.

| have been open and honest about ny altered
perceptions with ny famly and | oved ones. | have communi cated
in ways that express an altered view to those that read ny Wb
site. | continue to participate enthusiastically and honestly
during the debriefing process, and | can honestly tell you that
| have refornmed and that were you to let nme go today, | would
work diligently and with simlar passion to correct the
m st akes | have made.

Utimately, ny efforts were self-defeating.
contributed to a clash of civilizations when ny background
woul d have been better used to pronote di al ogue and
col |l aboration. My idealisns led ne to violate the religion
clainmed to |l ove so nuch. The Koran commands us to stand for

justice even if it is against our own selves and to repe
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injustice with what is better. |Instead, | overlooked the
faults of ny fellow Muslins but was harsh and judgnental wth
others. | failed to denounce extrene views even when | knew
they were incorrect, and | justified atrocities sinply because
they were carried out by the weak against the powerful, a

vari abl e that does not endow any noral justification

what soever .

In turn, | betrayed ny country, ny comunity, ny
principles, ny religion, and nyself, but the nost significant
betrayal cane at the expense of ny famly. M w fe now nust
care for two children on her own, and one of them has Down's
Syndronme. | have gone wi thout seeing themtake their first
steps. | will not hear their first words. | may not see them
off to their first day of school.

VWhile I value ny intelligence and passion, | realize
today that | nust channel it towards those that deserve ny |ove
and dedication. | remain hopeful that sone day | wll be
reunited with them

| believe everything happens for a reason, and
understand now that a true idealist nust first and forenost
refrain from bl ack-and-white perspectives, primarily because
they tend to twi st conpassionate intentions for good into
pol ari zed justifications for the perpetuation of conflict.

Rat her than rely on the principles through which

i deal s were born, such views stand upon cl ose-m nded and
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intolerant straw nen that can never bring about conditions for
peace. | ask you to consider that | have truly altered ny
per specti ve.

Finally, in determning crimnal punishnment, the nost
i nportant factors to consider are an offender's cul pability,
the resulting harns, and the prospect of deterring future
crines. | ask you to consider the variables alluded to in the
sent enci ng nenorandum the limted harns that have arisen, and
the fact that | can help deter future crines if given the
opportunity to utilize nmy education and experiences in ways
that are socially productive.

Utimately, | hunbly request as nuch |eniency as
possi bl e and am extrenely grateful for your giving ne tinme to
make this statenment. Thank you.

THE COURT: Wiere are you today on your belief that
anyone who of fends Muhammad nust die, as taught in the Koran?

THE DEFENDANT: It's actually not even taught in the
Koran. It's not nmentioned in the Koran at all, that
perspective. The perspective that was covered in detail in the
clarification statenent is the statenent by a consensus of
schol arship fromhistorical tradition, but the -- that
under st andi ng | eaves out a |lot of variables, and that's a very
| ong conversation, but for exanple, there's a very fanous
video -- or audio, "The Dust WII| Never Settle Down," in which

Anwar al Aw aki takes a very old, thousand-year-old fatwa from
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1 a classical Islamc scholar by the nane of Ibn Taym yyah, but

2 he makes anal ogy where it's inappropriate, he falsifies

3 docunments, msinterprets what's called the hadith, which is the
4 corpus of texts apart fromthe Koran, and so it's actually an

5 incorrect statenent.

6 What the, what the, what the authors of South Park

7 did, to conpare that to what occurred when a person was

8 assassinated during the lifetinme of the Prophet Muhammad and to
9 conpare that and to nmake that analogy is an incorrect anal ogy,
10 and it's a deliberate msinterpretation of the religion, and so
11 by ny publishing that, that opinion, | should have added a

12 caveat, and | knew that it was very ludicrous in conparison to

13 what these people did. Having seen the cartoon nyself, | knew.
14 So even back then, | didn't agree, but even now, even
15 nore so, so | vehenmently oppose such a view. | think if

16 anything, we need to tal k about conversati ons about Muhammad

17 and his role in Islam and we need to pronote nore dial ogue,

18 and as M. Kronberg alluded to, by approaching the subject the
19 way that | did, | shut off all opportunity for dialogue, a

20 conpletely close-mnded and idiotic stance, and | regret that |
21 |didit.

22 THE COURT: Ckay. Well, thank you. You're such a
23 bright, potentially positive influence in the Muslimworld, and
24 |you took such a horrible turn because of idealism because of

25 your passion, and because of your anger, and you endangered the
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10
lives of a great nunber of people, and, you know, you did that
intentionally, and you -- as much as peopl e used you, you used
them and you were, you know, rubbing el bows with sonme of the
nmost powerful and nost dangerous revolutionaries in the past
years, who were espousing very violent acts, and, you know,
maki ng victins available to those who woul d, who woul d
perpetrate the acts thensel ves, and whether by bonb or by knife
or by whatever neans that they chose, and so the need to deter
you is clear, and the need to deter others fromtaking up your
causes like this in this way is, is so promnent in the
sent enci ng gui del i nes.

| am very hopeful that you now understand that, you
know, there has to be religious tolerance in the world, and
there has to be freedom of speech, and that people have to have
the confidence that they won't be killed because they oppose
| slam or Jesus Christ or God, and that what you did had a
terrific chilling effect on freedom of speech, which is what
you, you know, | think at one stage believed that, you know,
Revol ution Muslimwas all about, projecting freedom of speech
to change the dial ogue on what was happening in the Mislim
world, and | think that was very | audable, but the way that you
spun out of control is extraordinarily dangerous to the
community here and the conmmunities around the world, and you're
not being punished for, you know, sone of the comments about

the justification for killing of other human beings, but only
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11
1 the call for persons to commt those acts.
2 So a lengthy sentence is necessary for purposes of
3 deterrence for you and of others and for the crine that you
4 commtted. I'mgoing to sentence you to 60 nonths of
5 i nprisonnment on Count 1, 60 nonths on Count 2, and 18 nonths on

6 Count 3. Those sentences will run consecutively. They wll

7 take into consideration the six nonths that you spent awaiting
8 your extradition to the United States when you were in custody
9 i n Morocco.

10 Three-year ternms of supervised rel ease as to each of
11 the counts, to run concurrently. As special conditions of your
12 supervised release, |1'll order that you be -- that you conply
13 with the requirenents of conmputer nonitoring prograns that may
14 |be adm nistered by the Probation Ofice, that I'll inmpose $300
15 worth of special assessnment fees. | wll not inpose the costs
16 of incarceration or a fine, believing that you are unable to
17 afford it.

18 "1l make the recomrendati ons we di scussed regarding
19 desi gnation of the Bureau of Prisons.

20 M. Hundl ey, | apol ogi ze, was there a request for an
21 eval uation for RDAP as well in this case, the residential drug
22 pr ogr anf

23 MR. HUNDLEY: Ch, yes, Your Honor.

24 THE COURT: Al right, I'll make that recomendation

25 as wel |.
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12
1 "1l give you credit for tinme served in U S. custody

2 awai ti ng sentenci ng today.

3 And, you know, | read all of your famly's letters.
4 | am noved by the plight of your wife and children, who are
5 i nnocent victins of, of this conduct, but I amvery nuch

6 hopeful that you will go forward and do what you say you're
7 going to do, and you have the ability to be a very significant

8 contributor to your community if you do it the right way, and

9 hope that you'll nake that choice.

10 THE DEFENDANT: Thank you.

11 THE COURT: Anything else this norning?

12 MR. KROVBERG  No, thank you, Your Honor.

13 MR, HUNDLEY: No, Your Honor, thank you.

14 THE COURT: Al right, then we're going to take a

15 brief recess. W'Ill come back with our civil docket. W're in

16 r ecess.

17 (Which were all the proceedi ngs

18 had at this tine.)

19

20 CERTI FI CATE OF THE REPORTER

21 | certify that the foregoing is a correct transcript of

22 the record of proceedings in the above-entitled matter.
23
24
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