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MAN PLEADS GUILTY TO FEDERAL CHARGES OF ATTEMPTI NG TO
EXPORT M LI TARY NI GHT- VI SI ON EQUI PVENT TO HI ZBALLAH

DAVI D N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced that NAJI ANTO NE ABI
KHALIL pled guilty this afternoon to three crimnal charges,
nanmely, attenpting to provide material support to Hi zballah, a
Lebanon- based terrori st organization; attenpting to contribute
goods in the formof mlitary night-vision equi prent and infrared
ai mng devices to Hizballah; and conspiring to export sensitive
mlitary equi pnent fromthe United States without first obtaining
t he necessary licenses fromthe State Departnent and the Conmerce
Departnment. KHALIL was indicted on these charges in Manhattan
federal court on June 16, 2004, and entered his guilty plea to
the charges contained in the indictment in the Eastern District
of Arkansas, where he has also pled guilty to noney |aundering
charges and where he is presently detained.

According to court docunents previously filed in
Manhattan federal court, on or about May 17, 2004, KHALIL- a

citizen of both Lebanon and Canada, and who was Chai rman and



CGeneral Manager of New Line Services, an inport/export shipping
conpany in Mntreal, Canada —flew from Canada to New York to
nmeet with a cooperating witness (the “CW) working with the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (“FBl”) regarding a shipnment of
stolen el ectronics that needed to be exported out of the country.
KHALI L and the CWnet several tinmes on May 17 and May 18 at the
Marriott Marquis Hotel in Manhattan. Those neetings were
nmoni tored from an adj oi ning hotel room by | aw enforcenent agents
on a video and audio nonitor. During the neetings, the CWtold
KHALI L that he had a custonmer who wanted to ship night-vision
goggles to Hizballah in Athens, G eece. KHALIL responded that it
was not a problemand that he had “friends.” KHALIL al so
confirmed that he had no problem shipping the itens to Hizball ah.

According to court docunments, during another neeting
between KHALIL and the CWat the Marriott, the CWintroduced
KHALI L to an undercover FBI agent posing as the CWs custoner.
The undercover agent told KHALIL that he wanted to ship night-
vi sion goggles and infrared aimng devices to Athens, G eece.
The undercover agent provided KHALIL with the point of contact
and address of individuals who would receive the shipnment in
Greece. KHALIL agreed to create a fictitious bill of |ading so
that the itens being shipped and the identity of the shipper
woul d not be reveal ed.

Al so according to court docunents, on the norning of

May 19, 2004, KHALIL and Tonmer Ginberg, an Israeli citizen
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enpl oyed at the Tober Group, a shipping and | ogistics conpany
based i n Brooklyn, New York, net with the undercover agent at
Manhattan M ni Storage | ocated at 645 West 44'" Street in
Manhattan to pick up the night-vision equipnent. The undercover
agent showed KHALIL and Grinberg a crate filled with fourteen

pi eces of “Generation 3" night-vision equipnent, including night-
vi si on goggles and infrared aimng devices. The infrared aimng
devi ces were designed to be mounted on M 16 and other mlitary
rifles for target acquisition purposes when using night-vision
goggles. Generation 3 is the highest |evel of night-vision

t echnol ogy and cannot be exported without a |icense.

As explained in court docunents, KHALIL tried on the
ni ght - vi si on goggl es; Ginberg told the undercover agent that he
did not need to try on the equi pnent because he had mlitary
experience and knew what the itens were and that he had access to
t hese types of night-vision goggles. KHALIL and Ginberg then
| oaded the equi pnent inside a mnivan. KHALIL accepted a down
paynment of $2,500 fromthe undercover agent for the shipnent to
Greece. KHALIL and Grinberg were then placed under arrest.

On July 28, 2005, Ginberg pled guilty in Manhattan
federal court to conspiring to export sensitive mlitary
equi prent without first obtaining the required licenses and is
awai ti ng sentenci ng.

For the three charges to which he pled guilty, KHALIL
faces a maxi num conbi ned penalty of 30 years’ inprisonnent and a
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$750,000 fine. Sentencing is schedul ed for February 2, 2006.
MR. KELLEY praised the investigative efforts of the
FBI, the United States Comerce Departnment, the Departnent of
Honel and Security, and the New York Cty Police Departnent.
Assi stant United States Attorney WS. WIson Leung is

presently in charge of the prosecution.
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