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Assistant Attorney General for National Security John P. Carlin and Acting Special Agent in Charge John 

A. Barrios of the Cincinnati Division of the FBI announced today that the Joint Terrorism Task Force has 

arrested a Cincinnati-area man for a plot to attack the U.S. Capitol and kill government officials.  Acting 

Special Agent in Charge Barrios noted that the public was not in danger during this investigation. 

Christopher Lee Cornell, 20, of Green Township, Ohio, was charged in a criminal complaint with 

attempting to kill officers and employees of the United States and possession of a firearm in furtherance 

of a crime of violence. 

Cornell was taken into custody today by the FBI Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF).  The JTTF is made up 

of officers and agents from the Cincinnati Police Department, Colerain Police Department, Dayton Police 

Department, Ohio State Highway Patrol, United States Immigrations and Customs Enforcement, United 

States Secret Service, West Chester Police Department and the Xenia Police Department. 

The department would also like to acknowledge the Cincinnati Police Department, Colerain Police 

Department, Green Township Police Department and the U.S. Capitol Police for the cooperation and 

assistance they provided during this investigation. 

The criminal complaint was filed today before a U.S. District Court Magistrate Judge.  The public is 

reminded that criminal complaints contain only allegations of criminal misconduct and that defendants 

are presumed to be innocent unless proven guilty in a court of law. 
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