«

«
1
«
1«
T

Case # 265A-281867
Translator # 162

Trans. Note: At the top of the page:

A joke about an ant and an Elephant.
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Trans. Note: On Mohammed Atta's forehead:

Commander of 11 September units, May God bless his sole.
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REATS AND RESPONSES: Hoping to Disarm Baghdad, /zssect;ng a Rumor
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lavel Rebuffs Reports of Iraqi Meeting With ancker

Continued From Page Al

udmg the Czech prime minister,
. helped turn the reports of a
eung between an important Al
:da operative and an iragi spy
y an international issue.
vhen the reports of a meeling
ween Mr. Atta and Mr. Ani came
attention in October 2001, they
seared to provide the most dn*ect
inection yet uncovered between
. Sept. 11 attacks and the govern-
.t of Saddam Hussein, and they
" off a debate in Washington that
stinues today over whether a pos-
e war with Irag should be consid-
:d an extension of the global war
Al Qaeda and terrorismL.
For months, - American intelli-
nce and law enforcement officials
ve cast doubt on the reports of the
-ague meeting, which proved to be
wed on the stalements of a single
formant, and last week the director
. central intelligence,  George I
anet, told Congress that his agency
wld find no evidence to confirm
at the meeting took place.
The White House has generally
sen cauticus about using. the re-
wis of the Prague meeting to help

confused and often contradictory
statements from other Czech offi-
cials about the incident.

Interior Minister Stanislav Gross
first gave public credence to the re-
ports when he held a news confer-
ence in October 2001 to announce
that Mr. Atta had come to Prague in
April to meet with Mr. Ani, an intelli-
gence officer who was working under
diplomatic cover in the Iragi Embas-
sy.

More significantly, Czech officials
say that Milos Zeman, then the Czech
Republic’s prime minister, privately
informed Secretary of State Colin L.
Powell about the intelligence re-
ports, while Mr. Zeman was holding
meetings in Washington in Novemn-
ber, thus placing the credibility of
the Czech government even more
squarely behind the reports.

Mr. Zeman's statements, along
with an assertion that Mr. Atta and
Mr. Ani had met to plot an attack on

the offices of Radio Frée; Europe in-

Prague made it difficult for officials
there "and in W&shmgmn to easily:

brush asuie the reports of ﬂ:g meet-

mg A “encan countertermrism spe-

sake the case for war with Iraq. Yet- tl_a matt

£ Prague. meeting has remained a
ve issue with other proponents of
dﬁtary siction against Irag, both m
g put of the goyernment. .
_EI'he ;disclosure 'of Mr. Bavel’s deci-
inn 10 mio;'mf e Bush administra-
qnithat it stionld ignore the reports
(ra meeting comes after a year of

?Q'

ports, .

‘at the F.B.L and the CIA.

initialréports, o Re{roln on
-OHIEIAls say they also spoke With- o

~u:3 RS

Assoctated Press

_ Moha.med Atta left, the operational ieader in the Sept. 11 i'ugackmg

with

becn traced in _mtf:lhgence reports to a meeting: Pragu five

the'p esuiemis the Head of

Iragi: embassy ofﬁmal 'Khalil

e mlmster ‘man-

‘ n_of 1986, ‘moved. carefully
“béhind the scenes in the nmionths after -
‘the reports ‘of the Prague meeting
came to light to try to determine .
what' really happened, officials said..
He asked trusted advisers to investi-

gate, and they quietly- “went through -
back ‘channels ‘to’ “talk with Czech
intelligence officérs to get to the bot-
tom of “the story. The intelligence *

officers iold them there was no evi-

|, dence- ‘of a‘meeting.

1t was -aisp cléar 1hey were irked
that: Czech political leaders had spo-
ken out despite the caveats that had

. been ‘placed on-the initial report of .
the méeting. 'm sure that the re- .
port: was written carefu]ly, in guard-.

ed language,”, & Czech leader who
reviewed: ematter.s‘aid.‘

B ey
“pence people have told ™e th

b rgportis of. :the - ouster]

didn't, that the meeting didn

pen,”’ & senior official said:

The ‘Czéchs say horder,
records show that Mr. Atta, &1

~’tian who was then living in Ha
-Germany, did come, 10.. Prs
bt

“ifr “May. -Shortly 5

il 'i?';'hrﬂ
Prague dri that occasion’ ‘th
Atta flew t6 -Newark . Now
Czech and Germai officials ¢
their best expldnation. of %

" Atta came to. Prague ‘was 1

cheap airfare tothe United !
. Czech _ofﬁclais also say th
no hard, evidence that Mr; .
involved: In- terrorist “activi
cnugh the government did ¢
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